
Mandarin - Culture and Language

What will you learn?

Language: four language skills (listening, reading, 
speaking and writing) and literary texts

Culture: contemporary China, ancient China, 
Chinese Arts and festivals

Topics covered

Year 1

Personal and social life
• Family structure
• School life and education systems
• Leisure
• Food and drinks

Culture
• Main festivals in China
• Confucius
• Gaokao
• The eight great regional cuisines

Literature: The story of Ah Q by Lu Xun

Film: Young Style

Year 2

The world around us and careers
• Weather and climate
• Holidays and transportation
• Applying for a job
• Future education and career plans

Culture
• China on the global stage
• Economy and environment
• Chinese paintings
• Cultural diversity in China

Literature: The paradise of birds by Ba Jin

Film: Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

Who teaches it?

A teacher in charge of Mandarin oversees the running of all aspects of the Mandarin Department 
and reports to the Head of MFL. Mrs Yen-Min Anderson is a passionate and experienced teacher  
who brings students enjoyment of learning and provides a positive learning environment and 
extra-curricular activities to Sixth Form students. 

Areas of expertise range from translating and interpreting, Chinese literature, calligraphy and 
children’s literature.

Yen-Min Anderson, i/c Mandarin

Why Learn Mandarin?

1. China is one of the world’s oldest and richest 
continuous cultures, over 5000 years old.

2. International businesses prefer to hire people 
who speak more than one language. China  
has become a huge market, and business 
leaders are looking for people who can  

speak Chinese and operate successfully in a 
Chinese cultural context.

3.  Chinese has relatively simple grammar.  
Chinese has no verb conjugation and no  
noun declension.

How is the subject taught?

The two-year Mandarin studies course places an 
emphasis on vocabulary and grammar as well as 
providing plenty of opportunities for students to 
apply knowledge independently and creatively. 

Students will develop their abilities to interact 
effectively with Mandarin speakers and engage 
critically with a variety of texts, literature and films. 
The course also cultivates the creativity and cognitive 
flexibility that are vital in many aspects of further 
studies or employment. 

Lessons are structured and made lively using a 
variety of resources. New sentence patterns are 
assimilated through practice and contexts. Use of ICT 
resources and authentic learning materials allows 
students to develop their language proficiency. 
Mandarin is used as the main language of 
communication in the classroom. Culture also plays 
an important role in this course. Through 
independent research, discussion and analysis of 
films and books, students will establish better 
cultural understanding. 

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Students have access to Chinese readers, dictionaries, 
classics and films at the School library. A set of iPads 
and various Mandarin learning apps also provide 
learning opportunities to our students.  

Sixth Form students are invited to participate  
in a Chinese delicacy trip and a museum visit. 
Students will be given opportunities to improve  
their speaking and listening skills through an 
experience of interacting with native Chinese 
speakers and develop their cultural awareness.  
The Chinese Calligraphy and Culture club is run at 
lunchtime to enhance students’ understanding of  
the Chinese characters and literature.


